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⮚ He was an American essayist, lecturer, philosopher, 

and poet.

⮚ He was the chief spokesman for transcendentalism, the 

American philosophic and literary movement. of the mid-

19th century.

⮚ Transcendentalism, was a reaction against scientific 

rationalism.

⮚ His book "Nature" is the best expression of 

transcendentalism, the belief that everything in our world-

even a drop of dew is a microcosm of the universe.

⮚ Some of his famous works are “Representative Men” , “ 

The Conduct of Life” etc.,
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✔ The Mountain and the squirrel have a quarrel.

✔ The mountain calls the squirrel “little Prig” 

✔ Both of these characters have been heavily 

personified, so much so they are able to speak 

to one another and interpret unwelcome actions.

✔ In the fifth line the speaker uses “Bun” to refer 

to the squirrel. It is replying to the mountain in 

a very clear and well-spoken way.

✔ The squirrel starts by acknowledging that the 

mountain is “very big.”

✔ It has a presence the squirrel cannot deny. 

✔ Additionally he adds that “You,” the mountain 

are only one of many things which must be 

“taken in together.” 

✔ The squirrel is attempting to set aside their 

differences and come to terms with the fact that 

they will not always get along. 
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✔ In the next lines the squirrel lays out his argument. 

✔ He dose not see anything wrong with his occupying of one “place” on the 

mountain.

✔ Just as the mountain is large, with a large role to play, the squirrel is small 

with an equal role to play. Both must exist together.

✔ The squirrel tells the mountain that no doubt it makes pretty squirrel tracks. 

✔ The mountain carries a huge forest on its back.

✔ But unlike the squirrel he is not half as “spry”.

✔ Each individual has its own talent and talents differ.

✔ If the squirrel cannot carry the mountain on its back neither the mountain can 

crack a nut.

✔ So one must understand that we all have different talents and each of us play 

a different role in the balance of life. No one is superior or inferior.


